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Dear Amherst Families,

Tuesday night the New York State Department of Health issued updated mask guidance to schools.

Under the new guidelines, masks are optional in school and on buses with one required exception.
Individuals returning to school after completing their five days of isolation after a positive test
result are required to wear a mask in school and in indoor public spaces on days 6-10.

Other requirements for schools include continued reporting of all COVID-19 test results, including home
tests, to the New York State COVID-19 Report Card. It’s not required, but we continue to notify the
community of positive cases on our COVID-19 dashboard. Schools are required to continue to test
unvaccinated staff members weekly.

We will continue our current mitigation strategies which include using MERV-13 filters and air purifiers
in every classroom, social distancing in the classroom, hallways, cafeterias (to the extent practicable)
and daily sanitization of classrooms and high touch areas.

This update provides a summary of the new requirements. We plan to reconvene our planning
committees to update our Amherst CSD COVID-19 Safety Plan 2021-2022 and our COVID-19 Return
to School Document.

For the past two years, we have navigated various phases of this pandemic. We thank you for all you
have done in the past to be proactive. Please consider the following:

● Vaccination
If you have not already done so, consider getting your child vaccinated.

● Screening & Testing
If your child is unvaccinated, please consider implementing a screening routine within your
household by testing your child on a weekly basis. For all students, regardless of vaccination
status, if they develop symptoms, keep them home and get them tested. We routinely receive
shipments of COVID-19 Rapid Antigen test kits and will continue to send them home with your
kids. If you are in need of a test kit, you can call your building office to pick up a test kit or have
one sent home with your child. Regular and on-going testing and monitoring of symptoms is
critical to maintain a healthy environment.

● Diagnostic Testing
The Test to Stay program is no longer necessary. We will continue to offer diagnostic testing for
symptomatic students, either through parental consent in the nurse's office during the school
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day or through appointment at our evening diagnostic clinic at the high school.

● Masking
People who have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 should wear a mask for 10 days in
school and in indoor public spaces and test on day 5 after exposure. Test more frequently if not
fully vaccinated.

We know there are varying personal and health reasons for continued mask use. We respect the
decision made by your family regarding mask use. We will not tolerate harassment or bullying of a child
or their parents for their decision on mask use. On a daily basis our faculty and staff work with students
to support empathy and understanding. We comply with the Dignity for All Students Act which calls for a
school environment free of discrimination and harassment by peers and by school personnel.

Once again, if you keep sick children home, use the at-home test kits and continue to screen your child
for symptoms, we can help push Erie County’s metrics even lower. Should Erie County’s CDC-defined
community COVID-19 level rise from its current “medium” level to “high”, the state guidance allows the
ECDOH to implement universal masking and possibly other measures. I know that’s not a direction we
want to move toward, so I appreciate your partnership and cooperation.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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